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1. Introfwetion
afnce the Camamnist g-ined scatrol over the Chima petidand in L7
ratirosd construction and reconstenction has received continuing prierity
ittenpion. Despite itz sbliity snd success io cxpunding the rall systez
in the wust 2ol other. wadeve loped m, the Peiping regime 1o presentily
emrimnmb Qiffifmlt.m in providisg sufficisnt trupsport cupaaity W
sappore the inevemont of jmdustrisl growtd “hdoh has gpenrred in the ares
of the ~lder metlwork ol raiiread Lines. Thias part of the rail network his
aot been improved =2 rapidiy -u the rote of incresse 18 gragiic that it
hes bpeen obliged o 2EF- This probles 1s 2 fundasental Limitetion OO
the present sysiem wnd slihough o net genersl tranaport abortige doey o
yet exist, Lloo sl pedl consedtiom apd ioces fBsBility O handle reguirensnts
~an be sxpected WO contioue .
uring the Iivst four years oi the Firat Five Year PlLan about O per-
sent of the total {pvestaent ia reil rosd tronsporiation has Leen expended

on Leprovesents 1o existing iines wand facitities aod at lewst &5 pereeat o0

ae. iime constmuetion, mach of this for ‘developnent ol serategls pul-
poses. The joitini phuses of the gecond Five Yesr Plun, cvgver, =11l glve
firest priority 4o Luprovemcnt of existing iincé. pouble-wracking af main
trunk ilacs, incressing the capaelty of key rail gunctions spd yurds, «od
inereasing the 23 ceity of szertaia wain liace by the mma ztion 0f wata-
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By 1959 the Chinese Camunmists wiil bewe & fouris dircet rail liuk

»ith the USSR endl, by 163, roil comseciions ebbk :ll industrial eress of

Modaland Chins. In the shoence of dlsyuption Ly externed attack this

systen vill grestiy inmereiic Chinsee Qomsmiist sronomic apd military rai.
sranupoit cepabilitics.

IX. Status of Rail Hebwork, & 3

Prior to 1Y the Chinese roiirsads wee bulilt primorily to compect
porta with inisnd merkets .od rov matericl sources. After L;07, under
presaure of the Jaopanese advance, some treck vwis dismrtied sad trameporced
ceptyird to be reused in unoccupled Chdna. Duriag World war II the Jupsnese
repaived cod kept in operstion the wost impowiant lines in the socupled
sress, sithough serisl badbmrdaent reduced fotm) trafiis cupacity signifi-
suatiy by LS. At the end oF 1989 the Chdnege Cosmndats hisd avalleble
about 15,000 milez of opersble raii line, pmeb of which was ia varied

stetes of disrepair. ({Jsv Grephlie)

111. Ralirosd Comstruction Frogress

A. Pre-Plon Period (1#v3-./5¢)

During the pre-Pisn period the railroed constiuciion effort <
devoted Largely to the rehadilitation of existing lines. The ProgTs
stovemiished the imaediste laprovemsnt of rsditiomd rajl conneations
with ihe USSR iz Maachuris, and of the matm oxis of supply w0 Snoth hinn e
the PeipinpeBakos=Caion roliyoad. Trecklayiig 10 bhis period votaled
17599 wiies of whieh over Wil wis Peduls Lrwction. Bogor slioria wkre
e coaceniroted in the comstyustion of three noe limes, e 31 whick

restored rodl comaections «iih Borih Victossm.
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B. Progpess ia 1.,5-56
Tie originsl nev Line mtmtsg goal in the Pirst Five Year
Plan {1953-57) vas 2,590 ndles by the md af 1955 over 1,700 miles had
been tcustructed. (See Graphic) The firat four wyeess of the Plaa hove

seen & transivion frss recoasiruction o ne. camstruction. By 1953
sufficient progress hed been made o that new comciructien inte hinterland
aress could be staried sud by 195h-55 the comsiruciiom @f certain priority
Haes with vital adlitary as well s seomcalc significance wes well wder-
PHY .

By sprii 1950 uw Chinsse Communist seciim of the Trans-Mongolisa
Hne, providing & link with the USSR and making - :start om & projocted
=, 000 wile aorthesouth trunk system, su3 coupleted. This radl sals, loeasted
500 miles laland, is expected to be coupleted im 13G0., It will te conumected
vith lelersl sastewwst rovutes fad provide o flexidiliiy of rell movesent
never before svalistble in Chise. Couplevion of ihis tremsport axis to fts
southern terzdous in Horth Viotoms will also gresily inewesse Craummist
militery sad logistic capibilitics aiong the periphery of Southesst Asda.

The 1500 mile long Dssas-Sinkisng iine vhich wiil link L.dchow
with Centrzl Acfun UITR ves acarly Balf cspleted by the end of 1456, M
Fuil completion o 150 10 wicl pormit the exploitotion of mineral and
peirolem resowrces ia the portaseet Chinsse proviasces. Other ioportunt
Mnes whish were completed befure 1357 wore the Ditng«Fort Bayard line
in Jeailh Chins wd e Yingtan-Awoy line in Pukics, boih of «hich grestly

incresse Comammlst ilitary polealizl dn the cotml.l sbed.

3
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Qther mev consiruction coepleied By the oad of 1956 incinded
imgortaas commselling od bremch lines within ihe cadn system. The Plan
slso provided mr the lmprovaaent of about 3,700 niles of traeck. Sections
i vase luportant lines bave beeon double trucked, sectioms of truak reil-
roads in the 2ot und northeast hove een lmproved, mad ruli yords and
staticn Iaciiities bove Leenm ciwpleted st gy rail ceaters. ‘llied
fuciiitles such a8 loconobtive and car mﬁmw piadate, crecsoting
factorles, bridge-salting pilants, and peprir shops have deca sonstructed

ot sumerous pluves.
s ] ———— =T

The pest of Lhde wrooren Too Geen larye. Te g
wvestrent podng to rallreads in 0w Tlirst Five Yenr Plan will be avomd
16 peresnty pecond only fo the shaxe oo gboub 5Y rercent allocated o Industiry.
A0 the total rellrvead imwestrend, vearly "050 million w11 ro o the consiruce

tinn of new lines, and abont “075 +111ion 0 the improvesent of exiviing lines.

The over-all guality of raiizosd comstruction hes been relutively
ood.  Althoush defectic have sccurred they san ¢ atiributed 1o most
iastiaces elther to rugged terrain, seccicrsted construction to mect com~

pietica gowls, or 2 oosbinetion of the 1+0.

planaing ool construrtion taﬂ:haiuw aad mack of the incressed capability
in ratirosd construction om e woerided o this techmfes: =id. Basically,
hovever, the Sdns oode ix’i railivaedl coasiruction have been lerpely Que to
the foteasily o lebor lavolved. Huadreds of whoussads of corvee mﬁ'
foredd Lo workers, plus 11 divisioms of the People'c Liberatiom Arey,

&
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heve permitted tho reistively small sucleus of okilied railrosi sonstrustion

workers to schieve the mileage gonls estublished by the State.

C. Outiook for 1957 .nd the Scoond Five Yeoxr Piun
The preseat cutlook is for further progress in & BT «ad signifi-
caat accompiishuents im the subsegueat Second Five Yeur Pioa (Lysa=52).
ipcelersticn im the comstyuction of new lincs will oontinue dn 2957. 2y

%u SO0 \MW
the ool af this ysar it is eat;mw ﬁ%zm 2 total of Br—edsi—17000-iler

¥ R ] - W

led for ewapieiion in 1557
faclude & second donmection vith Forth ietnas and the indiial wadl comnection
»1th Burue.

The second Flve Yoor Plim calls £ov Ll eemstructicn of over L, NS
alies of ne- ifmes. Iines scheduled 4R this perfed iaciude vhe campletisn
4 the inleand porth-south sxls, the Troms-Sinkleng line, ond Awserous other
inereonnecting sad ranch lines. (See Graphlc)} Also 1t is possivle that
the projecied 800 miic Colso-Thass lime currently unlsr 2erial survey UKy
be started during this Flaa. Cosstruciion of this line would ve through
the 205t rugged serrsin.

This Plan period will also see the fivet phesc 31 28 extended

dewle-~tracking of the 750 adle Peiping-Honkow

© effori. The most aoleworthy progect im this progran iz tbe

Y

s s e gl - iy 'g« s ..;,ﬁ,v; - L g ';'r‘f;v&*'r. 75“.’1‘“"
e dabed Arezentoent In reilzonds vloamed Do GO0 Sgelhn JAVC ras

Plan (1950-62) is eotimpted of dovble the arount ords gl seiedvle? dn the
Plrat s Yeor Mane e fars ol toil curital invesinent endne To e

vonds v the Copcol Cive Yesy Plon wouls he 13 percent, whereag Tt roine to
tnouete 1o ~loned 5 60 peveente  wer T FT1Iom will be exnpnde:’ for new

Tinee conslruetdon, eed nearly (030 nitlion for tlo crovenent of existing

- IS I O o pe i gy % w4 }: e
1iress The dmveshroh plan way be overdiIIilled, as vas the First ive Vear
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V. Problews ia Badivoad Con. trwetion

In wrder @ meet the plons for x%&. m 2 medericls supply,
mmm‘y, wd tost reduation W?&wm Lo be soived. Diced on
Post verforemmee record. . Sl a«.memi;m 9i zuntinged high priority

restwent of the sesvop it Lo estizmuted ihay these provloms wiil engender
sndy lovel azad wrgarory ddsicestions i the Ww.

Y. Iveluciim af Huil Lragsport &'Mwme% ‘ctivivy £n Comaunist Chins
s+ Froblem ‘reas in _ww o
Drapite success exvndiag the rall systes iz ths west wud owvher
uwadsve loged srecs, the Pedping restcr fa experiensiag serfous FTow tles
in providing suificicnt Erumsport to socomadate the inerecsing decond
Induced by ladusiria. ,routh. There bhave bees indicakions since L5 that
the Chinecse Commaniss rull IYeTE Bas 0ot team tmproved ut the some rate

% Lhe ineresse In teelids it hes buea obilued to CarTy. T fundomentr,
Jimitatiom un the Preseat syciin copears to bs Lreck cupasity rether thuas
e cfaited avails sLiLlivy of rolling atcck. 2 net SEReTal transport 2hortage
dovs N0t axfasl o Fel, wuiv Losel ragy sengestion sad locsl tmabiii: LY Lo
hipdie veguirsaent. vE0 Te expected to cuntinue, Buriag 1756, reporis of
eangestion %ﬁ luck of adeguote trogaportation have incressad. Most of the
revent ircuble his beeg reporied on sections of o B4y Intersecting rail
lines:  the portlie ouc Pelping-loakow and the eusiust Luaghal rallvays.
{See Graphsc) saatsi nal investeent in truek .gd faciiicles om key cxisting
3 Eoys .

Aimes ouwch as thege o ‘LIL be mecessory surisg the mmmu ulure w insure
et sranaport Wil consinue $0 be cupable of Fgpporiing the plaaned S TN

.
“«%ﬁn mh gh& K&W wdi’ 4-2 A ém“«m&& & ,‘dm‘ * in’-' :aw‘ m ;§$ {.\vls? e i‘ay
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of key rail jumctions sl yurds, sad jestallatia of sutomatic signalling
systens on ccrtain maln lines sre 10 e eapheaized 40 the Inilicl phases
ol tho Secomd Five Year Plag.
B. Significonse of Ceriiin Lises
Strategic considerstions ployed & larpge part in the esrily desisions
tomseradng nev conclraetion. They gpputeatiy dictstad the conptruct
he first redl ldok «ith Horth Viethsm vecanse the line's ecomoude signifi-

sfaue would mot howe justiffed she priority L: roceived. e sanc cousider-
ation clsc delermined the coustruetion of the Chining-Rrhlieca secuion of Wi
Lruns-Hongollon line, which juuvided o rafll link «1ith the BNER Wypascisg
ihe sdilterily exposed odasiil siveich between Machuriz and China Proper .
Jimilarly lhe decielon o push the Trans-finkisng line westward owverd Lhe
USOR ss udekly oo posaible sad to coapiete » noardiesouth rall connection
in westeru Chioe by dudiding the Chengtu~Psochi Ralivsy «as, in pert, strotegie.
Thher aoe line astructios, underteken »ith the intention of fmcresaing
alilvory ioglotiz cupebiiitics in sirategle swess, includes the Litoag-Fort
Beyurd cad the Yiaghum- ooy Llaes. Toe latier 101 srestly cuhuaes the
wsgletde capmbiliities of ine Chinese Coempanisis in the sasstzl syes of
Fuakien Province.

From the councnic paint of viev, sonstrustion of the Chengtu-
Chamgking Failusy bes wade possible shipment of the agriculturel progusiion
of ihe Chenglu piain down the Yangtie River. Completion of the Chengtue
Puxohl line and compeetionz thereto, sdded zmother loop to ihe country's
radlesy nelvork sad zm;}ﬁ&mi = altherto nom~existenl direct sruasport route
beteeen poribecst sad southuws! Chine. (See Gruphic) The Trunz-3inkisag

g
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Rellvay vA1L prove o o6 o Accisive factor 1u the voomoud: developetat

of sorthveat Ghfas, even vhonagh m mAy WOt be sufficient freisht troffic
2 make the investment & paying th St preaet. Hovever, s She
ralluay progrossed vestuerd, me Lumsedlote )w guic sffeet wvas to incresse
shipeants of erude oil m Whe Tamen o4l Fle.ds to Mot
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